
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Diocese of Kalamazoo releases statement on  
Pope Francis’ changes to Tribunal process 

 

September 8, 2015 (KALAMAZOO, MICH.): As our Holy Father prepares the Church and the entire 
world to participate in a Year of Mercy, today he has announced that the canonical processes regarding 
questions on the nullity of marriage will be revised and become more pastorally helpful. The Diocese of 
Kalamazoo rejoices in Pope Francis’ new Apostolic Letter [“Mitis Iudex Dominus Iesus”(“The Lord 
Jesus, the Gentle Judge)]  in which the reform of these processes is addressed, and completely 
supports Pope Francis’ desire to bring reconciliation and healing to those separated from the Church. 

It is important to emphasize that today’s announcement regarding the change in procedures for the 
declaration of nullity does not alter the Church’s constant teaching on the sacramental bond of 
matrimony, the divine origin of which is given by Jesus Himself, as the Sacred Tradition and Scriptures 
attest.   

Although the word “annulment” is commonly used, this term is incorrect, and more suitable to civil law.  
Rather, through a judicial process, the Church investigates and seeks proofs that an attempted 
marriage in a given case has failed to meet what is necessary to be sacramental.  If it has failed, the 
Church’s court, or Tribunal, simply declares what already exists in fact in what is called a “Declaration 
of Nullity.”   

The new Apostolic Letter introduces a more streamlined and efficient pastoral address to the Tribunal 
processes, in the hope that the changes will assist those who have gone through the tragedy of civil 
divorce in finding reconciliation with Christ and His Church.  The new procedures are to be effective on 
the day that the Year of Mercy begins, December 8, 2015, the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception. 

“As soon as we are able to study the original documents and have a clearer understanding of the 
details of the revisions, we will prepare to incorporate those changes into our Tribunal procedures in 
time for the effective date,” said Bishop Paul J. Bradley.  “It is my hope that these significant revisions 
will provide a new motivation to draw those people who have experienced the pain of divorce back to 
the merciful love of Jesus in the Church.” 
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The Catholic Diocese of Kalamazoo is the territory of Catholic churches and community led by  
Bishop Paul J. Bradley. The diocese was founded in 1971 when the Second Vatican Council called for the 
creation of smaller dioceses so that bishops could be more available to the people they serve. Today the diocese 
encompasses 5,337 square miles of nine counties in southwest Michigan: Allegan, Barry, Van Buren, Kalamazoo, 
Calhoun, Berrien, Cass, St. Joseph and Branch and includes 59 parishes as well as 24 Catholic schools. 
www.dioceseofkalamazoo.org. 

 


